News from the NASAP Conference in Tucson

Hello Education Section! This NASAP conference once again was an inspiring and educational weekend mixed with the joy of seeing old friends, making new ones and basking in the Arizona sun and mountains. 

Our section was able to get a few things accomplished at our meeting this year. First and foremost we voted to select Ed Doran as our second section representative. I am thrilled to have a partner who is so excited about being part of NASAP and our section. 

Please take a few minutes to check out the new website www.alfredadler.org and read our new section description and goals statement. There are a few changes that are intended to make our section more inclusive of all those who work in the field of education. Which brings me to our discussion about membership in the education section. Prior to the conference we had 47 members who have joined the section and paid the dues. We may have picked up a few members during the conference, which is good news. Because our numbers and funds are relatively low we were unable to provide a scholarship this year. We would like to see that number increase significantly during the next couple of years and hopefully be able to offer some scholarship funds in the future.

In that effort we plan to use the new www.alfredadler.org website to share knowledge and information that we hope will encourage all of us in our work and inspire us to spread the word and see that Adlerian principles become a regular part of public school education throughout the country.  Together we can make that happen.

We are lucky enough to have had the inspiring Wes Wingett agree to provide a monthly column in the ed section of the new website! His generosity in sharing his knowledge, wisdom, humor and experiences will be invaluable and greatly appreciated. Look for the first one later this summer.

We hope that others will follow Wes’ lead and contribute regularly to our section. If anyone has anything to share please forward it to me and I will see that it gets on the website.

Also in an effort to increase our membership we are encouraging everyone to bring a friend or a colleague to next year’s conference in Minnesota. I promise to nag – I mean encourage – regularly to make that happen! The plans for next year’s conference are already in the works and it promises to be a great conference. There are some new and exciting changes planned! Hopefully we will have a strong turnout from our section. 

So Ed and I invite you to spend some time getting to know the new website www.alfredadler.org, learn from the information provided and contribute to it as well. 

Thank you for letting me represent the education section. I am very proud to do so. I hope you will all enjoy the rewards of the efforts made to improve communication throughout our section.

Robin Scrofani

Robin Scrofani has been an Adlerian for more that 30 years and has been the education section representative since the 2008 NASAP conference. Robin incorporates the Aderlian principles she has learned over the years both into her personal life as well as her professional life as an early childhood special education teacher in the public schools in Illinois. She is currently working in the Chicago Public Schools where her position as an ECSE Itinerant was recently and surprisingly changed to that of Assistive Technology Trainer. In her new role, Robin continues to use Adlerian principles to help parents and teachers approach children in a respectful and encouraging way. She is pleased to serve as the education section representative through 2011.

Ed Doran

Ed Doran is the current President for the Adlerian Society of Arizona, host chapter for the 2009 NASAP conference in Tucson. He recently graduated from the Northern Arizona University M.Ed. School Counseling program, and obtained NBCC certification. Although a recent Adlerian, Ed has long embraced Adlerian concepts and principles while working with staff members in the culinary field during his nearly 25 years as a chef. It was through the heartfelt reward of mentoring and guiding employees in their search for significance, personal and career growth that drew Ed to the counseling field.  He has worked at Pima Community College in Tucson for the past 10 years as a Program Coordinator and Life Skills Instructor, working primarily with the displaced worker and adult learner population. Ed has been selected as the education section representative for NASAP through 2012, a position in which he is honored to serve.

 
